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My Lon p, 


Received the Honour of your Letter 
of the Inſtant; and tho' I return 
you this public Anſwer, you have no Rea- 
ſon to be alarmed. Thoſe Parts of it which 
are of a private Nature, you may be aſ- 
ſured ſhall continue ſo, tho' rather from 
the Senſe of what I owe to myſelf, than of 
| Obligation to one, who can ſo little eſteem 
me, as to propoſe to me the exchanging 
my Friends for an Employment. But as 
the Reaſons on which I declined taking 

any Part in, or giving any Support to the 

New Adminiſtration are of a public Kind; 

and as at this intereſting Period, I with to 
communicate the Motives of my Actions 

to as many as it may concern to be in- 

formed of them, I have determined to 
circulate them thro' the Channel of the 
: Preſs. If you take the Trouble of read- 
ing them, they may perhaps contribute to 
ſoften 
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(43 
ſoften or to | uſtify the Refuſal, which my 
Honour arid my beſt Judgment obliged 


me to return. 


As ſoon as I had reſolved to make my 
Sentiments public, it was neceſſary to 
throw them rather into the Form of a 
Tract, than of a Letter, as the unavoida- 
ble Repetition of Titles, and the other 
Formalities of the Epiſtolary Style, are 
inconſiſtent with that Freedom of Diſcuſ- 
fion which ſo intereſting a political Sub- 
| jet ſeemed to require. 5 


F have the Honour to be, 


My Lord, &c. 


AN 


AN 
 Hoxesr Man's REASONS, &c. 


F I could have prevailed on myſelf to 
have deſerted that Syſtem which I have 
| ſo heartily approved, and thoſe Friends 
with whom I have fo uniformly acted for 
theſe two Years, it muſt have been from 
Motives, not of Ambition or Intereſt, but 
from the Proſpect of promoting ſtill more 
effectually the Public Benefit. I cannot, 
however, indulge this pleaſing Hope from 


the Arrangements which are now taking 
Place. 


The Meaſures of the Gentlemen con- 
cerned in them, are not yet ſufficiently 
public to warrant an Examination af them; 
1 muſt ground therefore my Judgment on 
that Plan which they themſelves have laid 
for the Baſis of their political Merit. Th ey 


cannot 


(6 3 
cannot accuſe me of undervaluing their 
Pretenſions if I accept in the fulleſt Ex- 
tent even the Promiſes which their re- 
cruiting Serjeant makes at the Drum- 
Head, to perſuade Men to enliſt. 


The New Miniſters are proclaimed 
the Deliverers of their Country. The In- 
fuence of the Favourite is to be entirely re- 
moved, and his Friends to be proſcribed. I have 
promiſed to accept this Proclamation with- 
out Reſtrictions, I will not therefore en- 
quire whether the Favourite whom they 
pretend to abjure, 1s not the great Ma- 
gician, who gives even the Appearance of 
Solidity to this Phantom of an Adminiſtra- 
tion; whether they did not receive from 
his Hand. the deputed Wands of which 
they fre fo vain; whether they do not 
owe their Introduction to his reſtleſs Am- 
bition; and. whether he did not 7herefore 
intraduce them becauſe he thiaks them 
unable to acquire that ground of public 
Cenfidence, which, incapable of procur- 
ing himſelf, his Envy and Intrigue wilt 
never ſuffer any public Man to enjoy? I 
will not therefore * whether this is 

a. Merit 


1 
4 Merit peculiar to theſe Gentlemen. 

have ever been perſuaded that the lata ge- 
Miniſter acted without Concert or Depen- 
dence on the Earl of Butte, and that upon 
that Condition he accepted the Treaſury; 
the Public too muſt now be perſuaded of 
it, and convinced that he is removed only 
becauſe he diſdained to hold his Employ- 
ment by any other Tenure than that of 
public Service; and becauſe he had the 
f Spirit to inſiſt upon the taking down that 
* Scotch Banner which had hitherto been 
ſo triumphantly flying over ſo great Part of 
the united Kingdoms: But be it as they 
pretend, and ſuppoſe them to be attempt - 
ing in earneſt the Deſtruction of the Scotch 
Favourite's Power and Followers ; what is 
| to be the Gain to the Public? Is this any 
| Thing more than a Squabble about Places, 
or is a Scotch Favourite the only one to be 
feared ? The very Liſt of Appointments 
proves only that the Favourites of others 
are to ſucceed to the vacant Places : But if 
| neither Abilities nor Experience are the 
4 Recommendations, for my own Part I feel 
leſs Indignation at being governed by the 
F. avourite of the Prince, than by the De- 
pendants 


mn 
4. 


Crown, with thoſe for whom Lord Bute 


1 


pendants on any Subject: Still leſs Rea- 


ſon ſurely has the Public to rejoice ; ſtill 
leſs have I to give any Aſſiſtance, if, what 
I am convinced of, ſhall appear to be the 
Truth, that we are now to be under the 
Dominion of doubie Favouritiſm, and that 
the Creatures of the Dukes of - and 
are to ſhare the Graces of the 


has gratefully ſtipulated a Protection. As 
I mean not to be perſonal, I ſhall not en- 


ter into any Examination of the Characters 


Time, it is impoſſible for me to ſpeak 
knowingly.—Senſible themſelves that the 
Bottom of their Abilities or Experience is 


of the New Miniſtry, of whom, having 
never mixed in thoſe Diverſions to which 


they have given the greater Part of their 


too narrow to bear them, they ſeek for 


e be under other Names than their own, 
and having received the Nominations of 
every Officer from a Duke, who himſelf 
ſtands the leaſt forward, hope to owe their. 
Succeſs to the Patronage of Men who are 


known to be moſt adverſe. With this 
View they are daily promiſing to their Ad- 
2. the and Support of 

ſome 
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ſome who have abſolutely refuſed, and of 
others who have not conſented to an Union 
with their Party: 


Thoſe who hold the two higheſt: Stations 


in the Law, have 29ſt falllß been cited, as 


giving Sanction to a Change, which in fact 
they have moſt publickly and ſincerely re- 
gretted. The Marquis, tlie Favourite of the 
Army and of the People, and another noble 
Lord cloſely united to him in Affection and 
in Office, have, with equal Injuſtice, been 
held for th as Friends to a Syſtem of 
which they have declared their Diſappro- 


bation. But theſe young Gentlemen, w/o 


have never appeared on any Stage before; in 
order to conciliate to themſelves the good 
Opinion of the Public, have been induſtri- 


ous to inform us, that they undertake the 


Repreſentation of this Political Drama at 
the particular Defire of the popular Stateſman. 
They have circulated, with uncommon Aſſi- 
duity, and aſſerted - with great Authority, 


that Mr. Pitt heartily approved of the new 


Cyſtem, that he would give to it himſelf, 


and ſolicit for it from his Friends a cordial 


Support. As 1 have no Commerce with 
C that 


( o } 


that Gentleman, I can only judge of the- 


Part which he will take, from what I think 
his Temper, his Opinions, and his Cha- 


racer would lead him to. The Plan was 


not even formed when they pretended to 
have received his Approbation. The lead- 


ing Voice in the Houſe of Commons, that 
from which every Friend of Government 
is to take it's Tone, was not even named, 


when it was aſſerted, that this Gentleman 
had engaged to eccho its Sentiments. I 


truſt that I have a due Senſe of the Conſe- 


quence of thoſe indefatigable Gentlemen, 
who have acted the Greyhounds upon this 


Occaſion; but I own I cannot yet perſuade 


myſelf, that Mr. Pitt has made them the 


Depoſitaries of his political Purpoſes, or en- 


truſted them with the Power of ſetting his 
Seals to a Treaty of Adminiſtration as yet 
unfiniſhed. To ſpeak of it as far as is 
known I ſhould form a Recollection of ſome 
former Tranſactions, be diſpoſed to doubt 
whether he would be induced to approve 
and to embark in any Es pedition, where 


General Conway was the Second in Com- 
mand. Did he really approve the Syſtem, 


to which for the Sake of procuring more 
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numerous Subſcriptions, they have prefixed 
his Name in ſuch Capital Letters, I am per- 
ſuaded he would: have taken ſome official 
Department; that he would have nomi- 
nated Men, to whoſe Intereſts he was at- 


tached, and on whoſe Principles and Plans 


he could have depended ; and that being 
ſecure of anſwering his own Purpoſes, by 
accepting the Forts of Government, he 


would not haye ſuffered them to have 


dropped into the Hands of a Miniſtry com- 


poſed of the Extravagancies of Youth, and 


of the Infirmities of Age. I know that ano- 
ther very reſpectable Name is held out as 
the Shield of Ajax, under which theſe mili- 
tary Stateſmen are to march to Conqueſt: 
It were to be wiſhed, that thoſe to whom 
the Circulation of theſe Reports is com- 
mitted, had been forbidden to ſport with 
Names fo near the Throne, and particu- 
larly that a Reſtraint had been put on that 
inſolent Publication in which it was de- 
clared, That his noble Perſonage was recalled 


to a Second Life, by the Diſtreſſes of his Ne- 


phew : It were to be wiſhed, becauſe to 
thoſe who know that the real Diſtreſſes of 


the C— muſt ariſe from an Oppoſition to 
as. | the” 


( 22 ) 
the Government; and who recolle& that 
the moſt ſteady and obſtinate Oppoſition 
has been made to it for ſome Time paſt, - 
by all the Friends of this Perſonage; that 
Expreſſion may ſeem to imply, that dur- 


ing his former Life, he had either ſlept re- 


gardleſs of the Royal Miſeries, or been only 
0 to increaſe them. Who 1s the 
mighty Hermes, who, at proper Scaſons, 
dat adimitque Somnos, it is unneceſſary to 


enquire. I only aſk whether it is expedient 


for me to engage in an Adminiſtration, 


formed under his Auſpices. Whether his 


Moderation and Temper are ſuch as diſpoſe 


liim to conſult, in his Nominations, the 


Public Service, rather than the Partialities 


of a Private Affection? Whether thoſe who. 


compoſe his Circle are eminent for any Qua- 
lities but that of blind Obedience, fitted 
indeed thereby for the Diſcipline of a Camp, 
not for the free Councils of a Cabinet, or 


the Independence of a Senate? The ſingle 
| Purpoſe of putting forward a Name which 
muſt always be treated with Reſpect, can 


only be that of uniting Men: The Uncer- 
tainty and Variety of Meaſures which have 
been purſued —_ it, leave little Room to 


Hope 


1 8 1 

hope for a Stability of Syſtem, even were 
his Life to be as long as our Regards would: 
make us wiſh it. In whatever Light, there- 
fore, I look at this Adminiſtration, whe- 
ther on the hollow Ground, on which they 
have choſen to put themſelves, the exchang- 
ing, or rather accumulating Favoritiſm, 
which they pretend to aboliſh; or on the 
Motley and diſcordant Ages and Charac- 
ters, which compoſe it; or on thoſe whom 
either falſely or fruitleſsly they claim as 
their Protectors, I am confirmed in my 
Reſolution of refuſing to give it either 
Countenance or Support: But were either 
their Abilities or Purpoſes laudable, which 
I think they are not, they would not I am 
perſuaded be long in a Situation to exert 
them. The Office which was laid in my 
Way muſt, to have ſtopped me in my 
Courſe, have had the appearance of Perma+ 
nency as well as Honour, And when 1 
fay, that under this Adminiſtration, none 
can can be permanent, I ought to give you 


my Reaſons for the 3 They are 
theſe ; 


In the firſt Place, their Support will ei- 
ther fail, or _ them. To explain this 


15 


( 14 ) 
it is neceſfary to ſtate the two Branches of 
the Alternative; either the Earl of Bute 
privately engages to ſupport this Admini- 
ſtration with his Influence; or he takes no 
Part in it: And I ſtate this as the Queſtion 
on which their Succeſs muſt depend, as ſe- 
parate from, and moreeſſential to, their Con- 
tinuance than that of their Parliamentary 
Strength, becauſe it is the Grounds on 


which they themſelves principally rely. It 
is equally impoſſible for them to expect an 


adequate ſupport from a Minority which 
was reduced laſt Winter ſo low as Thirty- 
fix. And however forcible the Power of 
the Crown may ſeem preſſing upon the Ne- 
ceſſities or Vanity of Individuals, and how 
much ſoever the Veterans of this Corps may 
pique themfelves on their Adroitneſs and 


former Succeſs in applying to theſe Neceſs 


ſities, I do not eſtimate the Honeſty of the 
Times fo low as. to imagine that even the 


very Dependants of Government will at 


once abruptly, and without Heſitation, 
contradict and repeal every Meaſure with 
which they have, for theſe two laſt Years, 
concurred. But were the Expectations of 
"hy New Miniftry « ever 0 well grounded, 

wers 


( 5.3 

were they even ſecure of a Parliamentary 
Support, the Diſmiſſion of that Miniſter 
on whoſe Fall they riſe, is a Proof that the 
| moſt extenſive Confidence, both within 
Doors and without, acquired and ſupperted 
by Rectitude of Meaſures and Ability of 
_ Adminiſtration, is no Security againſt a ſe- 
cret but more powerful Influence. Ad- 
mit then that the Promiſes of the Favou- 
zite, either of Support or Neutrality, are as 
explicit as they wiſh them, the Reſult muſt 
be their Ruin. He may have conſented 
for a while, that his F riends ſhould be 
neglected; he may even have conſented 
that his Retreat may be covered, and 
the new Miniſters may acquire a Power 
(of which he will afterwards difpoſe) that 
they ſhould .diſmiſs .. thoſe. to whom a 
Continuance in Office is moſt indifferent. I 
will not now obſerve upon the Diſhoneſty 
or Puſillanimity of diſowning that Support 
to which they muſt, in reality, be indebted 
for their Continuance. It will in ſome 
Meaſure, indeed, carry its Puniſhment along 
with it, by detaching that Claſs of Men 
who, not verſed in Court Secrets, will be 
apt to take him at their Word, and who 

will 
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(6 ) 
will oppoſe them from the Idea of their 
utter Inability to execute what they pro- 
feſs. But ſuppoſing them in earneſt on 
the Subject of Power, no man is leſs diſin- 
tereſted than the Earl of Bute. The Day 
will come when he will requirea Return 
for theſe temporary Sacrifices, when he will 
demand Appointments and Honours for all 
his Friends and Followers. What then 
will be their Fate? Deſtitute of Public Con- 
fidence, of Solid Abilities, of Official Ex- 
perience, they will totter to their Fall; un- 
der the Weight of that Burden of Public 
Odium, which every Man muſt bear who 
undertakes to ſupport him; from whichy 
even Mr. Pitt, ſtrengthen'd as he was by 
Popularity is ſaid to have ſhrunk, and to 


which Lord Temple, with equal Spirit, Wiſ- 


dom, and Honeſty, refuſed to ſtoop : And 
this Political Death moſt certainly awaits 
them, whatever be the Event of their Con- 
duct. If their Plans of Adminiſtration are 
ſucceſsful, the Favourite's Envy, which in 
the preſent Moment has incited him to 
remove a Miniſter, whoſe Abilities he 
eſteems and fears, will prompt him with- 
out Heſitation to ſend back the Inſtru- 
7 ments 


( 7 7 
ments of his preſent Purpoſes, to their 
late Inconſequence and Oppoſition. This 
appears tobe his reigning Paſſion, for to no 
other Motive can be attributed the Sacrifi- 
_ cing an Adminiſtration, which he knew 
was purſuing the Public Good, but to the 
Malignity of that Mind, which having 
Itſelf neither Ability or Judgment enough 
to direct the Structure of the political Edi- 
fice can find Pleaſure only in it's Deſtruc- 
tion.—If on the other Hand, their Ad- 
miniſtration ſhould meet with any unpro- 
ſperoys Event, they have had a recent 
Inſtance with what Joy he would ſee them 
the Victims of a Mob, which his Friends 
have been accuſgd of encouraging. — In 
ſhort, if they ſucceed, they muſt expect 
to be treated as Mr. Grenville is; if they 
fail, tho' they will then haye a longer 
Period of Probation, they may ſhare the 
Fate the P. of Bedford had to dread, | 


Take now the other Yd of the 4 
ternative; if the Enmity, which the New 
Miniſtry profeſſes towards Lord Bute is 
fincere, they will be repaid in kind, and 
their Ruin then is at the Diſtance of a 
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few Months only; for it is not probable _ 


that the Man who has repeatedly broken 


his Word of Neutrality with thoſe to 
whom he had been ſo confiderably indebted 
ſhould keep it to thoſe who declare open 
War with him. They cannot themſelyes be 


blind to this, but muſt expect that he who 


removed a well-grounded and ſucceſsful 
Miniſter to revenge the Diſmiſſion of his 
Brother, ill not ſit tamely by and ſee the 
Reſt of his Friends proſcribed by a Set of 
Men, who have neither Popularity nor 
Abilities to delay their Deſtruction. I 
know the Anſwer with which his Creatures 
have even foreſtalled theſe Objections; ; 
they publicly declare that he had no 
Concern in the late Removal: This Art is 


not new even in the Courts of this Coun- 


try. Our great Dramatic Poet, who fo 
well knew how to deſcribe the low Arti- 


fices as well as the nobler Emotions of the 5 
human Mind, has painted it as one of the 


moſt common of the political Diſguiſes, 
tho' he has thrown it into the Character of 
a Woman, with whoſe timid Nature he 
thought it moſt conſiſtent: It is thus Glo. 


cefier deſcribes the Queen of Edward IV. 


in 


19) 
in Words which one would think addreſſed 
to one of the New Miniſtry. Richard III. 
Act firſt, Scene three: 
GEOUCESTER, 
She may do more, Sir, than denying that, 


She may help you to many fair Preferments, 
And then deny her aiding Hand therein, 


And lay thoſe Honours « on your high Deſert. 


However confident this Aſſertion of theirs. 
I cannot give my Aſſent to this Theorem, 
which is contradicted by every political 
Phenomenon: The Subſtitution of the 
Duke which is brought to confirm, itſelf 
deſtroys it, for it is ſelf-evident that he 
muſt have been introduced to receive that 
Power which he has ſince been ſo eagerly 
employing. To illuſtrate this, it is only ne- 
ceſſary to obſerve, that it is capable of mathe- 
matical Demonſtration, that if B moves K,. 
K moves C, and C removes G. B is as 
much the Remover of G as if he did not 
act by the Intervention of K and C. That 
therefore, after having miſreported and 
miſrepreſented a Miniſter ; after having 
. alienated the Mind of his „and cor- 
rupted that Confidence which is ſo neceſ- 
ſary to the immediate Servant of the 


D 2 that 


( 20 ) 
that after having adminiſtered the Poiſon, 
he has retired to a fafe Diſtance to watch 
its Effects, may entitle him to the Right 
of conveying a Falſehood in the Words of 
Truth; but it does not diſpoſe me to act 
upon his Declarations, it only excites me 


to add Contempt of his Timidity to my 


Diſapprobation of his Influence. In fact, 


what can be more daſtardly on itſelf, what 
more cruel to his Patron, what more in- 


ſulting to the Public than to endeavour to 
conceal under that Name which is too re- 
ſpectable to be even mentioned, the dictates 


of his own Enmity and Ambition. Set- 


ing, therefore, all mention of that Name 
aſide, I have no doubt, but that under 
the oſtenſible Appearance of diſclaiming 


him, the Favourite has ſtipulated a ſecret 


Article with the New Miniſters, for the 
Preſervation of his Power, tho' I think 
he has let too much of it appear in the 
Continuance of the three Court Lords, 
and ſame of thoſe Commoners who are 
moſt in his Confidence. For myſelf, how- 
ever this may be, I cannot ſtoop for a 
Moment to lend any Aſſiſtance to ſuch 
Duplicity and ill Intention, —It is moſt 
_ grating 


( 22 -) 

grating to me, even to fee thoſe fi gh Off 
ces, to which I had ever „ the 
Ideas of Ability and Reſpect, debaſed by 
being offered to any Acceptant. The ill 
Conſequence to the Public from this 
Fluctuation of Affairs muſt be great, and 
whatever Adminiſtration ſhall be now 
eſtabliſhed, will ſeverely feel the perni- 
cious Effects of the late total Diſſolution 
of all Government. 'The Public will feel 
too the ſad Reſults of that Rapacity for 
Office and Emolument, which having 
been ſteadily withſtood and repreſſed for 
two Years, is now by this Change a- 
wakened and iricreaſed, It is moſt morti= 
fying to me to ſee a Miniſtry formed by 
that military Hand, which having neither 
Temper nor Knowledge enough of our 
Conſtitution to direct it, is willing to give 
the Reins to any Man, whoſe Ambition 
or Neceſſities may prompt him to lay 
hold of them. I am not ſurprized that ſuch 

a Set of Men has been found; that they 
were not ſooner collected together is rather 
Matter of Wonder. I think a better 
Band might have been choſen without 
committing ſo much to the Dignity of the 


— But tho the Reaſons given by the 


Noble 
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Noble Duke for his Coalition, that 
two Hundred of his Followers were 


ſtarving, may bean Apology for the 


Step he has taken, yet they will not 


perſuade me to give my Support; ſtill 


leis. will I engage to forward the De- 
Gzns of that Favourite, 5 
Who with his very Bulk 


Tuscs up the Rays of the beneficial Sun, 
And keeps them from the Earth; 


of that profound Stateſman who betrays 
his Friends upon Principle, and contrives 
political Confuſion upon Syſtem, the utmoſt 


of whoſe Policy reaches only to the promot- 


ing, by low Arts, Diſſentions in every pri- 


vate Family, who flatters himſelf that he 


ſhall be for ever maſter of the Fates and 
Fortunes of the Firſt Nobility, and who 
will deprive the greateſt and beſt of them 
of every Degree of Influence which his Ap- 


prehenſions repreſent to him as an Object 


of his Jealouſly, and who ſtill dares to think 


that the Peace and Happineſs of three King- 
doms were given him to ſport with. On 
the contrary, I will purſue this Man, who 


has ſacrificed the Honour of the Crown, 


the Intereſts of the Public, and the Repu- 
tation 
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| tation of Great Britain, both at Home and 
Abroad, with a warm and honeſt Indigna- 
tion.— It cannot be long before thoſe who 


think, will have an Opportunity of acting 


with me in Contempt both of his Promiſes 


and Power, and in Vindication of thoſe 


Meaſures which we have approved and 
ſupported. Securely as he may, during the 


Receſs of Parliament, make and unmake 
Miniſters, he may find at its Meeting, that 


no Subject is beyond its Reach. A cordial 


Union of the Well-intentioned and Well⸗ 
informed Repreſentatives of the Kingdom, 
will burſt this Cobweb Adminiſtration, be- 
hind whch he is concealed, and leave him 


_ expoſed to Public Juſtice and Contempt. 
To this Union all honeſt men are invited : 
Let them but for a few Months withſtand 


the Importunities and forrupt Arts of thoſe 


who would enſnare them, they will find 


their Intereſt united with their Fidelity ; 
and will have the moſt ſolid Satisfaction 
which an Eng liſi Mind is capable of feel- 


Ing, that of having contributed to the 


dafety of our Country. 
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